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Robert Parker’s rating system employs a 50-100 polm quallty scale. It is my belief that the various twenty (20) point rating systems do not provide enough
flexibility and often result in compressed and inflated ratings. THE WINE ADVOCATE takes a hard, very critical look at wme since | would prefer to

underestimate the wine’s quality than ovefesﬁmata it. The numerical ratings are utilized only to enhance and complement the thorough tasting notes,

which are my primary means of communicating my judgments to you.

An extraordinary wine of profound and complex character displaying all the attributes expected of a classic wine of its variety. Wines
of this caliber are worth a special effort to find, purchase, and consume.

90-95 An wine of ity and character. In short, these are terrific wines.

80-89 A barely above average to very good wine displaying various degrees of finesse and flavor as well as character with no noticeable
flaws.

70-79 An average wine with little distinction except that it is soundly made. In essence, a straightforward, innocuous wine.

A below average wine i i ies, such as ive acidity and/or tannin, an absence of flavor, or possibly
dirty aromas or flavors.

A wine deemed to be unacceptable.

When possible all of my tastings are done in peer-group, single-biind conditions, (meani Here then is a general gui
that the same types of wines are tasted against each other and the producers’ arenot 90100 is equivalent to an A and is given only for an
known). The ratings reflect an independent, critical look at the wines. Neither price nor in this category are best There is a big between a
repuiation of the producer/grower affect the rating in any manner. | spend three months of 90 and 99, but both are top marks. As you will note through the text, there are few wines that
every year tasting in vineyards. During the other nine months of the year, six and sometimes actually make it into this top category there are not many great
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| prefer to determine the fo the number of wines to be critiqued. than 70. Wines that receive scores between 75 and 79 are generally pleasant,
gven s a gusde o wha | hink of tho wine vie-- s posr roup: sty Winse fiet lack cormpiendy, 1
Omlmymmhdmef)mv«ym excellent, and any wine rated 90 o above idea for uncr ;
its particular type. some have suggested that scoring is not el Below 70is a D or F, on you went to school. For wine, it is a sign of an
e, imbalanced, flawed, or teribly dull or diluted product that will be of litle interest 1o the
mnmmm-wm« ‘which others can be judged. | know of no Cuid
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e, s o e GUBS f s e o 1 et T chor Jon flavor Salanco. eaninoss, and depih and lengh on the palie aro ai mporant
in many cases for up to 10 or more years is ai 1o taking a a considerations when giving out points. Finally, the overall quality level or potential for further
Much picture of a moving wil evolution and improvement-aging merits up to 10 points.
. poe o0 T Scores aro iporiant for th reador 10 gauge 3 professional criics ovoral quaiaive
amm-mmmmmmmmwmmamm placement of a wine vis-3-vis ts peer group. However, i is aiso vial fo consider the
reviewed have been tasted many times, and the score represents a cumulative ‘of  description of the wine's style, personaity, and potential. No scoring system s perfect, but a
i win's pkormante, by integ t cele: Boores, however, 4o not feveat system that provides for flexibilty in scores, f appled by the same taster without prej
facts about a wine. The written commentary that accompanies the ratings is a better  can quantity different levels of wine quality and provide the reader with one professional's
source of information regarding the wine's style and personality, its relative judgment. However, there can never be any substitute for your own palate nor any
awis its peers, and its value and aging potential than any score could better education than tasting the wine yourself.
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COPPO 2005 BARBERA D’ASTI L'AVVOCATA PIEDMONT _ ($19.00) RED 88
COPPO 2005 BARBERA D'ASTI CAMP DU ROUSS PIEDMONT _ ($24.00) RED 88
COPPO 2007 MOSCATO D’ASTI MONCALVINA PIEDMONT _ ($23.00) SWEET SPARKLING WHITE 86

Coppo is one of Piedmont's historic properties. Although the Coppo
brothers excel with Barbera, (whndnsparﬁwlaﬂyexpressavemmesehtus)
merestofmerangeiswellwormmook 2005 Barbera
d'Asti L'Avvocata is delicious and harmonious in this vintage. Medium in
body, it opens in the glass, revealing layers of vibrant red fruit, earthiness,
smoke and menthol, with terrific balance and poise. This Barbera is aged
in large, neutral oak barrels, which gives the wine a pretty sense of
transparency. Anticipated maturity: 2008-2011. The 2005 Barbera d'Asti
Camp du Rouss is made from higher-quality vineyards than the Avvocata
and aged in French oak. This super-ripe Barbera comes across as juicy

and forward, with leather, spices and sweet toasted oak that complement
the generous fruit. It provides a fascinating contrast to the Avvocata, in that
itis a different, but not necessarily better, wine. One can only wonder what
a wine made from the best fruit and aged in neutral oak might taste like
here. Anticipated maturity: 2008-2012. Coppo's 2007 Moscato d’Asti
Moncalvina offers up scents of ripe peaches, mint, spices and flowers
wrapped into a creamy-textured frame. Given that Coppo is based in
Canelli, in the heart of the Moscato d'Asti zone, it would be nice to see
them do more with this wine. Anticipated maturity: 2008. A Leonardo Lo
Cascio Selection, Winebow, Montvale, NJ; tel. (201) 445-0620



